
The second annual Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Math (STEM) Career Day was 
held at Wellsboro High School 
on October 14, 2015.  Approxi-
mately 500 eighth-grade stu-
dents representing all Tioga 
County school districts attend-
ed the event, where they were 
introduced to professions 
available within “STEM” fields.  
NTRPDC’s Melissa Fleming and 
Jody McCarty presented for PA 
CareerLink® at the event, dis-
cussing skills and education 

necessary for STEM and other 
careers.  The event was con-
ducted by Tioga County De-
velopment Corporation in 
conjunction with Shell Appala-
chia and several other organi-
zations.  

Elk Lake High School and 
the Susquehanna County Ca-
reer & Technology Center 
hosted Careers in Manufactur-
ing Day on October 21, 2015, 
and a Health Career Fair on 
November 3, 2015.  Staff from 
NTRPDC and students from 

Susquehanna County school 
districts and surrounding are-
as in grades 9–12 attended 
these events.  More than 400 
students learned about local 
manufacturing employers and 
job opportunities, health ca-
reers that offer rewarding ben-
efits, as well as information on 
training and education for 
these careers.  The events 
were coordinated and spon-
sored by Northern Tier Indus-
try and Education Consortium 
(NTIEC), Wyoming County 
Community Health Founda-
tion, Elk Lake School District, 
Susquehanna County Career & 
Technology Center, NEPA 
Health Care Foundation, and 
others. 

A Health Career Fair is 
scheduled for December 3, 
2015, at Wellsboro High 
School.  For more information 
on the Health Career Fair or 
other career activities contact 
Jody McCarty, NTRPDC Work-
force Development Program 
Manager, at 570-265-1516 or 
mccarty@northerntier.org.  

 

Students Explore STEM Professions at Career Fairs 

November 2015 

Executive Committee 
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:30 a.m. 
December 18, 2015 
kulick@northerntier.org 

Local Management 
Committee  
NTRPDC Conference Room 
11:00 a.m.  
January 26, 2016 
fay@northerntier.org 

RTAC  
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:00 a.m.  
December 14, 2015 
baker@northerntier.org 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

Staff from Veterinary Referral and 
Emergency Center talk with students 

about veterinary careers. 

NTRPDC’s Melissa Fleming discusses STEM careers with eighth-grade students 
at the Wellsboro High School Career Day in October. 
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‘Bringing Home the Bacon’ workshops conducted throughout the region.  

NTRPDC update 

Entrepreneurs and other 
Northern Tier residents who 
aspire to launch or expand 
small businesses don’t have to 
go it alone—a range of assis-
tance is available from 
NTRPDC. To help spread the 
word about its services, 
NTRPDC business services and 

workforce devel-
opment staff con-
ducted workshops 
in each of the re-
gion’s five coun-
ties in October 
and November. 
The workshops 
highlighted fi-
nance, export, 
procurement, and 
workforce devel-

opment assistance available to 
Northern Tier businesses. Top-
ics discussed included lending 
assistance, introduction to 
growing your business market 
through export and govern-
ment procurement, and ad-
dressing the workforce needs 
of the local economy. Partici-

pants represented a wide 
range of organizations. 

“These outreach sessions 
are key to fostering stronger 
relationships with potential 
and current small businesses 
to help them better under-
stand how we can help them 
grow and succeed,” said 
NTRPDC Deputy Director Kim 
Barnes. “In addition to the 
county outreach sessions, we 
will gladly make presentations 
at the meetings of service or 
business organizations in our 
region.”  

For more information con-
tact Kim Barnes at 
barnes@northerntier.org or 
570-265-1542.  

Connecting Businesses with NTRPDC Services  

More than 30 industry leaders 
and public officials came to-
gether on September 18, 2015, 
for the Northern Tier Shale Gas 
Network roundtable regarding 
the Pennsylvania Public Utili-
ties Commission (PUC) role in 
natural gas distribution in our 
region and beyond.   

The roundtable was joined 
by PUC Commissioner Pamela 
Witmer. Attendees discussed 
ways to understand and im-
prove the current pipeline 
development process.  Topics 
included:  
How service territories for 

various providers are deter-

mined and if/how they can 
be changed. 

 Actions PUC can take under 
consideration to promote 
increased access to natural 
gas sources. 

 Actions by the state legisla-
ture and Governor Wolf un-
der consideration that 
would promote increased 
user access to natural gas 
sources. 

 PUC’s evaluation of, and 
insight into, the current Nat-
ural Gas Distribution Com-
pany (NGDC) customer pay-
back pilot programs. 
 

 The role NTRPDC and part-
ners can play at the local 
and regional levels to influ-
ence the process and ensure 
the best service and benefit 
to the Northern Tier region. 

Although drilling activity in 
the region is currently down, 
pipeline development contin-
ues at a rapid pace.  The devel-
opment of shale gas in Brad-
ford, Sullivan, Susquehanna, 
Tioga, and Wyoming counties 
continues to have a profound 
impact on our region—now 
and into the foreseeable fu-
ture.  

Shale Gas Network Roundtable Held 

PUC Commissioner discussed pipeline development in the Northern Tier. 

PennDOT Accepting 
TAP Funding  
Applications 

 
PennDOT is accepting ap-
plications for the federally 
funded Transportation 
Alternatives Program (TAP) 
through January 8, 2016. 

TAP projects include 
those that enhance pedes-
trian and bicycle facilities, 
improve access to trans-
portation, create safe 
routes to school, preserve 
historic transportation 
structures, and construct 
trails that aid in transporta-
tion.  The ultimate goal of 
these projects is to pro-
mote safety and mobility. 

Information on the pro-
gram, eligibility, and the 
application can be found 
on PennDOT’s Competitive 
Funding Site, https://
spportal.dot.pa.gov/
Planning/AppReg/Pages/
default.aspx. 
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The “Make It In America” initia-
tive funded a familiarization 
(FAM)  tour, held October 5–8 
in northeastern Pennsylvania. 
The tour provided an oppor-
tunity for journalists from 
worldwide publications to 
learn more about the oil and 
gas industry development in 
Pennsylvania. Four journalists 
attended, representing Cana-

da, Australia, Texas, and Geor-
gia.  

The 3½-day tour included 7 
site visits and 11 meal 
briefings featuring a total of 15 
speakers.  There has already 
been one article published as a 
result: a story featuring natural 
gas usage at the P&G plant in 
Mehoopany. The article, by 
Adam Bruns, was published in 

Site Selection Energy Report, 
which has a circulation of ap-
proximately 48,000.  

Make It In America (MIIA) is 
a federal grant program. In 
2014, MIIA awarded Pennsyl-
vania funding for economic 
development and workforce 
initiatives in the state’s 52 
most rural counties, including 
the Northern Tier. 

NTRPDC update 

Tour introduced journalists to oil and gas industry in Pennsylvania. 

International Journalists Visit Region 

Congratulations to NTRPDC 
Procurement Program Manag-
er Laurie Lentz for her recent 
achievement of becoming a 
Center for Verification and 
Evaluation (CVE) Certified Veri-
fication Counselor. As a coun-
selor, Lentz is authorized to 
assist business owners in veri-
fying as a Service-Disabled 
Veteran-Owned Small Business 

and/or a Veteran-Owned Small 
Business.  With this verifica-
tion, these businesses owners 
can qualify to compete for VA 
set-aside contracts.  This pro-
cess is managed by the CVE 
under the Department of Vet-
eran’s Affairs. 

The Verification Counseling 
Program was developed to 
provide training and assis-

tance to verification assistance 
partners such as the Procure-
ment Technical Assistance 
Center at NTRPDC, which in 
turn provides no-fee verifica-
tion counseling to businesses 
in the Northern Tier.  

For more information 
please contact Laurie Lentz at 
570-265-1538 or 
lentz@northerntier.org.  

NTRPDC’s Laurie Lentz earns VA certification. 

Assisting Local Veteran-Owned Businesses 

Local Partners among the 2015 ‘Foremost Under 40’  
Congratulations to Northern Tier PREP Partners Christie Blackwell (Tioga County Develop-
ment Corporation) and Chris Brown (The Progress Authority) on being named to the Penn-
sylvania and Marcellus Business Central’s “Foremost Under 40” list.  The annual list, which 
honored 41 Pennsylvanians this year, acknowledges young professionals who demon-
strate hard work and are seen as future leaders in the business world.   

“NTRPDC works closely with Tioga County Development Corporation and The Progress 
Authority as key regional partners in the PA Partnerships for Regional Economic Perfor-
mance (PREP),” said Kim Barnes, NTRPDC Deputy Director. “We are proud of Christie and 
Chris for this recognition and are happy to have them as part of our PREP team.  It is espe-
cially gratifying to see young professionals contributing to the overall success of the 
Northern Tier region.”  

The article on natural gas 

usage at the P&G plant is 

available online at: http://

siteselection.com/

theEnergyReport/2015/oct/

natural-gas.cfm.  



312 Main Street 
Towanda, PA 18848 
 
 
 
 
Phone: 570-265-9103 
Fax: 570-265-7585 
Toll-Free: 888-868-8800 
E-mail: info@northerntier.org 

www.NorthernTier.org 
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NTRPDC update 

 
Expanding Your Market Internationally? 

Free European Market Webinar Series Offered in December and January 
 

NTRPDC’s trade representative in France, IBT partners, is conducting a series of free webi-
nars focused on how U.S. companies can reach their European clients and generate leads 
using their websites. Each webinar includes an overview of the European online/digital sce-
ne and a special focus on topics of interest to exporters.  Anyone can access the webinars 
and registration is free.  Visit this link for the full schedule of presentations: http://
ibtpartners.com/us/resources/resources/webinars/.  Webinars include: 

 December 2, 2015:  Get Your Online Return on Investment (ROI). Make sure your ex-
port-focused website is working for you. Set measurable objectives and business goals 
and calculate leads created, pipeline expanded, and sales completed that were generat-
ed from your website. 

 January 13, 2016:  British–American Business Council (BABC) Success. The UK is the 
#1 European market for U.S. exports of goods and services. BABC can provide connec-
tions, influence, and intelligence to ensure continued growth. 

 January 27, 2016:  European VAT and E-Commerce. The rules are changing and au-
thorities are becoming more strict. If you sell via platforms such as Amazon, changes are 
expected in January 2016 that could significantly affect your business. If you sell to OEMs 
internationally, you could jeopardize your business if you are not VAT-compliant. Today 
no website with an international reach can ignore the digital and tax regulatory environ-
ment. 

For more information on the webinars, contact NTRPDC Export Program Manager  
Cynthia Traore at traore@northerntier.org or 570-265-1534.  

 
Loan Closings 

NTRPDC closed a loan to 
Song of the Bread Bakery in 
Le Raysville (Bradford Coun-
ty).  The $40,000 loan will 
fund part of an $85,000 facili-
ty renovation project for this 
start-up business.  The own-
ers already own and operate 
Cabin Country Store, which is 
next door to the new busi-
ness.  

Local Technical Assistance for Municipal Officials: 

LTAP Class Schedule Released 

Local Technical Assistance Planning (LTAP) classes have been scheduled for Winter 2015-2016 
to train municipal officials on best practices in addressing transportation needs.  To register, 
contact Ethan Sexton at 570-265-1511 or sexton@northerntier.org. 

Course Location Date Time 

Traffic Safety Development 
Plan for Local Roads 

Montrose Borough Building 12/16/15 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 Mansfield Fire Hall 12/17/15 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Winter Maintenance Montrose Borough Building 1/12/16 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 Sullivan County Conservation District, 
Dushore 

1/13/16 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 Tunkhannock Township Building 1/14/16 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 Mansfield Fire Hall 1/28/16 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 Athens Township Building 2/10/16 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Polymer Modified Emulsion 
Asphalt Paving System 

Athens Township Building 3/10/16 8 a.m. to noon 

For course descriptions please visit www.northerntier.org.   


